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Presidentôs Message 
     

 To bring people together around a common cause, it is critical 

that one be self aware. I will do my best as chamber president 

to be a better listener. Coming to terms with my own faults is a 

private matter but when my limitations affect the  ability  to 

lead, it could stop all progress planned this year in  The Cham-

ber of Commerce. That cannot happen! 

      

Perhaps the following questions will help you in your business or organization. 
 

1.  What more do I need?  This question might seem easy because a leader will al-

ways say she needs more time. Lack of time is often an excuse for failing to address 

simmering issues or to carry projects through to fruition. Ask yourself and others what 

you need to do more of; one answer might be "doing less." That is, learn to delegate 

more and devote your time to thinking. 
 

2.  What else should I be doing?  By focusing on less, you may learn to delegate not 

simply tasks, but also responsibilities. Too often people in positions of leadership feel 

they need to be engaged in the work when their job is really to engage other people. 

Let your people do their jobs. If they can't, find out why. You may need to find em-

ployees or volunteers with different skill sets or you may need to provide your people 

with additional training, resources, and manpower. 
 

3.  How do I accept feedback?  ñThe day soldiers stop bringing you their problems, 

is the day you have stopped leading them," says Colin Powell. "They have either lost 

confidence that you can help them or concluded that you do not care." None of us wel-

come bad news about ourselves and our work, but self-aware leaders are those that not 

only accept it, but invite it, and even seek it out. They do so because they are continu-

ally learning. Without learning there is no personal growth. 
 

The answers to these questions should challenge your perception of yourself. Yet, 

your own questions can only go so farðyou cannot be aware of things you don't 

know. Comparing one's own perceptions to what others observe can provide striking 

bits of insight. For example, you may think you communicate, delegate, supervise, 

and recognize others well, but until you receive others' opinions on these things, you 

cannot truly know. Personality and leadership assessments, along with evaluations are 

useful in this situation. Once you've gathered answers, integrate the feedback into your 

behavior and approach challenges more capable, knowledgeable, and self aware. This 

is my plan of action to better serve the Helendale Chamber of Commerce this year. I 

hope you look to better yourselves in whatever path you are pursuing this year person-

ally or professionally. 

 

Julie Garland President Helendale Chamber of Commerce 

 



 

 

       Having been very impressed by attending the 

CALAWARE Govt. Workshop (explaining how the 

Brown Act can empower the public to keep local gov-

ernments honest), organized by the Homestead Valley 

Community Council in Yucca Valley, January 27, I de-

cided to interview the President of the HVCC - Jim 

Harvey.  I was hoping to get some information about 

himself, but so enthusiastically ebullient was he about 

his projectsðparticularly Assembly Bill AB-811 and 

the importance of bringing it to the attention of the lo-

calsðthat I realized I had ñbitten off more than I could 

chew!ò Attempting to thank him for this workshop, he erased himself completely, saying thanks were entirely 

due to all the work done by the members of HVCC. 
 

     Originally from New York, in 2000 Jim happened to discover the Morongo Basin on a trip to visit a friend 

living in Johnson Valley. What happened next can best be described as: Veni Vidi Vici - he came, he saw and 

he was conqueredé by the beauty and the vastness of that area along Old Woman Springs road. As a website 

designer (www.ICandyExperts.com) he could afford to spend time at homeé without the need of leaving at 6 

O'clock in the morning, returning exhausted in the evening to the comfort of TV, a bottle of beer and bed. In-

stead, he spent time listening to the mountains, to his neighbors and thereby became a member of the HVCC. 
 

     In June 2009, Jim was elected President of the HVCC which originally had been called the Tri Valley Com-

munity Council, organized for the purpose of linking remote unincorporated communities, specifically: John-

son Valley, Flamingo Heights and Landers, under the auspices of Supervisor Hansberger. Why the change of 

name? Because In 1997, Yucca Mesað disappointed by the lack of attendance to their MACðrequested to 

join. Since the name ñHomestead Valleyò was already applied to that whole area, this name was used for 

HVCC that now includes Yucca Mesa as well. 
 

     Harveyôs decision to live in Johnson Valleyða town so remote it is invisible to speeders on the Highwayé 

even if they DONôT blink an eyeðautomatically directed him into cooperation with neighbors and nature 

alike, giving rise in 2008 to the formation of AREP www.ProtectOurLands.com.  
 

     Jim is fervently devoted to the education needed regarding the diametrically opposed configurations of util-

ity-owned ñcentralizedò energy, i.e. energy created at one source and transmitted to many (presently the case), 

to the more truly ñGreenò concept: point-of-use energy (a good example: the solar panels supplying energy to 

the Yucca Valley Town Hall)! 
   

     Jim explains that the detrimental ecological impact, let alone the vision of windmills on the horizon and 

interference with homes near the mountains in Yucca Mesa and outlying areas, is a nightmare that can best be 

averted through AB-811. A workshop called ñThey're NOT Greenò is presently being planned by the HVCC so 

that all locals can be made aware of this incumbent danger.  
 

     For your information, offered below are links to an article and audio interview by High Country News with 

Jim Harvey RE viable renewable energy obtained in a responsible manner, eliminating the need of disrupting 

native land with long-distance transportation. 

Hear him explain this in his own words: 
 

Å http://www.hcn.org/issues/41.8/high-noon Å http://www.hcn.org/articles/jim-harvey-vs.-big-solar 
 

In spite of Harveyôs passionate focus on saving the desert, still he finds time to plant strawberries, peppers, and 

tomatoes his garden along with pomegranate, peach and pistachio trees at his home in J.V....situated in heart of 

the desert expansion flanking Hwy. 247. Asking Jim why he is going to all this trouble his answer is simple: 

ñBecause it's the right thing to do!ò He is extremely confident that solutions can be developed to any prob-

lemé ñItôs not difficult to find a way to solve unique issues when we decide to fight and protect our rural liv-

ingé because we wish to live here, not because we have to.ò 
 

For more info. check out: WWW. HVCCSITE. ORG 
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Government Affairs  
 

Effort underway to suspend California's global -warming law  
Conservatives propose an initiative that would delay curbs on greenhouse gas emissions until the 

state's unemployment rate drops to 5.5%, a level not seen since 2007. 
February 06, 2010 |By Margot Roosevelt  

Republican politicians and conservative activists are launching a ballot campaign to suspend Califor-
nia's landmark global -warming law, in what they hope will serve as a showcase for a national back-
lash against climate regulations. Supporters say they have "solid commitments" of nearly $600,000 to pay 

signature gatherers for a November initiative aimed at delaying curbs on the greenhouse gas emissions of 

power plants and factories until the state's unemployment rate drops.  

GOP gubernatorial candidates and Tea Party organizers paint the 2006 law, considered a model for 
other state and federal efforts, as a job-killing interference in the economy. Talk radio is flailing at 
what John Kobylt and Ken Chiampou, drive -time hosts on Los Angeles' KFI-AM (640), call "the 
global-warming final solution act" promoted by "fascist, Nazi" officials.  

"We are on fire," said Assemblyman Dan Logue (R-Marysville), a sponsor of the proposed initiative. 
"People are calling from all over the country. This will be the most intense campaign the state has 
seen in 50 years." 

Mary D. Nichols, chairwoman of the state's Air Resources Board, which is implementing the law, 
known as AB 32, called the initiative "a campaign that has to be taken seriously." 

"It would put all our efforts at energy efficiency and renewable energy in the deep freezer for a long 
time," she said. 

The measure would halt proposed regulations until the state's jobless rate dips to 5.5% or below for a 
year. That's a level that California has not seen since 2007. California has one of the nation's highest 
unemployment rates: 12.4%. 

The effort to ignite a revolt in the Golden State comes as years of industry-backed campaigns have 
sown doubts about the scientific consensus behind global warming and as the public has become 
more concerned about the economy.. 

A survey by the Pew Research Center found that 28% of the public considers global warming a high 
priority, a drop of 10 points from 2007. The economy and jobs topped the agenda. Federal climate 
legislation, after passing the House last year, is stalled in the Senate. 

No major California company has endorsed the initiative yet. But Gino DiCaro, a spokesman for the 
California Manufacturers and Technology Assn. said last month: "The state's greenhouse reduction 
program is not a freebie. Large costs foisted on an unemployment-riddled state economy and in-
creased electricity rates . . . are not affordable at this time, if ever."    

March 9th  Dinner Meeting 
 

     We have a set menu for our monthly dinner meetings.  The Silver Lakes Restaurant will provide their famous Prime-

rib dinner!  Each entrée will include: baked potato, vegetable, garden salad, roll , and drink.   The cost is $13.00 per per-

son with RSVP and $18.00 without RSVP.   Please make your reservations no later than March 9th.   
 

     The March dinner meeting will be an ñOpen Forumò.  This forum is an opportunity to express your questions and 

concerns about the boardôs goals of bringing the chamber into the 21st Century.  The board represents you, the members.  

We want to hear your ideas, comments, and strategic steps to accomplish what you bring to the table. 



 

 

The Fabulous Palm Springs Follies and Helendale Chamber of 
Commerce invite you toé. 

The Fabulous Palm Springs Follies as they celebrate Happy Days  in their newest show titled, ñLet 
the Good Times Roll .ò  Theyôll bring back the greatest good-time music of the '40s, '50s and '60s. 
Theyôll dance! Theyôll sing! Theyôll laughéand they promise youôll do the same! From Big Band and 
Swing to Doo-Wop, Motown and Pop, youôll love the Follies 19th season.  Everythingôs all-new and 
itôs the best show ever! 

 
Board the bus Wednesday, May 12th, 2010 by 8:00am at the Helendale Chamber Office.  Leave the 

driving to a professional as you share laughs with friends and enjoy the scenery all the way to lunch in Palm 

Springs.   Following lunch itôs straight to the 1:30pm show where youôll be seated in the gold section of the 

theatre.  (See seating at www.psfollies.com) 
 

Thereôs even time after the show to stroll through Palm Springs, visit the local casino or shop before heading 

back to Silver Lakes.  Youôll be back around 9PM to dream sweet dreams about your day.  All this for $160.00 

per person!  Round trip bus, lunch, show tickets, and all taxes and gratuities are included!  Round up your 

friends.  This trip requires a 40 person minimum.  Visit our website at helendalechamberofcommerce.com or 

call the chamber office at 760-952-2231 for more information and payment details.   This is a fundraiser for 

the Helendale Chamber.   $15.00 per ticket comes back to the chamber to support our businesses through ad-

vertising, programs and special events.  Come out for a great day and support your local Helendale Chamber 

of Commerce. 
 

This trip planned for you by chamber members, Batron and Andrea Hardy with Globe Travel Pro.  Contact 

them at globetravelpro@yahoo.com.  

HCOC is seeking the following 

Donated items for the office 

If you have it, weôll pick it up! 

760-952-2231 

Computer Monitor  

Storage Cabinets 

File Cabinets 

Office Chairs 

Bookshelves 

Microwave 

Coffee Pot  

Attractive Rugs 

Artwork  
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March 2010 
 

4th   Board Meeting 

   Location: Chamber Office 

   Time: 5:00pm 

5th   Cut-off date for dinner reservation 

9th   Dinner Meeting 

   Location: Silver Lakes Restaurant 

   Time: 6:00pm 

14th   Daylight Saving Time 

17th   Saint Patrickôs Day 

31st   Mixer: Wine Tasting 

 

April 2010 
  

2nd   Good Friday 

4th   Easter Sunday 

8th   Board Meeting 

   Location: Chamber Office 

   Time: 5:00pm 

9th   Cut-off date for dinner reservation 

13th    Dinner Meeting  

    Location: Silver Lakes Restaurant 

    Time: 6:00pm 

28th   Mixer 

30th    Arbor Day  

MAY 2010 
 

5th    Board Meeting/Cinco de Mayo 

          Location: Chamber Office 

          Time:  5:00pm 

7th     Cut-off for dinner reservation 

9th    Motherôs Day 

11th    Dinner Meeting 

          Location:  S L Assoc.  Restaurant 

          Time: 6:00pm 

15th    Armed Forces Day 

26th   Mixer: at Margaritaôs 

31st     Memorial Day 

UPCOMING EVENTS  MARK YOUR CALENDARS  

2010 marks a new decade, new beginnings, new challenges and new commitments.  The HCOC needs you, 

our members to step up and help us, help you make a difference in your business and our communities.  

Please, take on the challenge of heading or joining one of the committees below.  In this economy we cannot 

be passive and wait for others to make a difference.   
 

Since its conception, the Helendale Chamber of Commerce has been a volunteer organization.  As any organi-

zation, its goals have shifted year to year.  The 2010 Board of Directors is committed to shifting into high gear.  

The goal is to focus on growing and sustaining our business community.  A chamber is only as good as its 

members and we are counting on YOU!    
 

We are in position to hire an executive director, Sharon Kreinop, as the first ever paid employee of the Helen-

dale Chamber.  Under her direction, the chamber will become an organized, streamlined, goal oriented ma-

chine.  We are shifting into high gear.  Wonôt you come along for the ride? 
 

Buckle up, get into position, and take the wheel.  Drive through the committees below.  When you park on one 

of interest, just honk, (760-952-2231) give us your information and weôll contact you directly.  Get out of park 

and navigateéééééé..GOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO!!! 

 

COMMITTEES:  

Community Service  
 

Governmental Affairs 
 

Special Events 
 

Holiday Home Tour 
 

Golf Tournament  
 

Fall Fashion Show 
 

1st Annual Member Business Expo 
 

Think Tank 
 

Policy and By-Laws 

Meeting and Mixerôs 
 

Ambassador 
 

Ribbon Cutting 
 

Budget and Finance 
 

Business Development 
 

Weôre counting on YOU!   

 

  Respectfully submitted, 

  Chamber President 

  Julie Garland 

HCOC Committees 



 

 

HCOC MIXER 
Hosted by Silver Lakes Association 

 

www.silverlakesassociation.com 

760-245-1606 

Thursday, Feb. 26th 5-7 PM 
 

The Terrace Room at Silver Lakes Restaurant was the perfect location for the association to 

host and brag about just one of the wonderful amenities we are so fortunate to enjoy as resi-

dents.  Sandy Wojecki, Silver Lakes Association General Manager, welcomed everyone and 

then turned the time over to Robert Seymour the restaurant manager.  Robert made everyone 

hungry as he shared weekly menu specials and prices.  He encouraged everyone to come out 

and enjoy the wonderful food and atmosphere. 
 

Tricia Blake, the newly appointed marketing director did a terrific job of orchestrating the eve-

ning.  Mixers are an opportunity to meet new people, introduce your business, and share ideas 

in marketing.  Questions regarding business were read out loud at each table and members 

were encouraged to share ideas and get acquainted on a personal and business level. 

We saw some new faces and signed on new members as well.  Those new members and guests 

were given a few minutes to introduce themselves to the group.  They are also invited to sub-

mit an article in our monthly newsletter.  Read about them in our next newsletter on line at 

helendalechamberofcommerce.com. 
 

New member Ulaina Clark with Rim of the World Home Health Care won the 50/50 drawing 

totaling $62.00.  We encourage all members and those considering becoming members of the 

HCOC to attend all our functions.  The chamber is here for YOU to grow your business and 

learn more about your community.  

  

Thank you Silver Lakes Association for hosting this monthôs mixer.  The food was delicious 

and a good time was had by all. 
 

Members and guests, see you next month, March 31st at our Wine Tasting Mixer.  This event is 

hosted by the chamber board.  Your generous hostess and first ever executive administrator of 

the Helendale Chamber, Sharon Kreinop is opening her home for this event.  See our on-line 

calendar for details at helendalechamberofcommerce.com. 
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Sandy Wojecki 

Silver Lakes Association  

General Manager 

Robert Seymour 

Silver Lakes Association  

Restaurant Manager 



7 

 

SERVING THE HIGH DESERT FOR OVER FORTY YEARS 
 

SERVICES   
× ACCOUNTING SERVICES     

× INCOME TAX PREPARATION  

× AUDIT SERVICES  

× BUSINESS CONSULTING 

× CASH FLOW & BUDGET ANALYSIS  

 × SALES TAX SERVICES*  

× INVESTMENT REVIEW  

 

 

We believe in the value of relationships. We view every client relationship like a partner-

ship, and truly believe that our success is a result of your success. 
 

   Barstow Location      Victorville Location 

   135 Cal Avenue      14350 Civic Drive Ste., 180 

   Barstow, CA 92311     Victorville, CA 92392    
   (760) 256-1040      (760) 245-5341 

 

*MENTION THIS ADD & RECEIVE 10% OFF YOUR 

INCOME TAX RETURN OR 1 MONTH OF FREE 

PAYROLL SERVICES. 
*(Offer applies to new clients only) 

 

Offer Code MIERS2010 

FINANCIAL PLANNING  
× ESTATE PLANNING  

× BOOKEEPING/WRITE UP  

× IRS REPRESENTATION  

× EMPLOYEE BENEFITS PLAN  

× PERSONAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS  

× BUYING OR SELLING A BUSINESS  

× QUICKBOOKS TRAINING BY CERTIFIED 

PRO ADVISOR 

× LITIGATION SUPPORT  

× BUSINESS VALUATION  

 

 

 

PAYROLL DIVISION  
× PROCESS PAYROLL, WAGES BONUS & 

COMMISION CHECKS  

× FREE DIRECT DEPOSIT FOR EMPLOYEES  

× PRINTED PAYROLL CHECKS  

× ELECTRONIC PAYMENT OF PAYROLL 

TAXES 

× PROCESS QUARTERLY & ANNUAL PAY-

ROLL RETURNS  

× VARIOUS WAYS TO SUBMIT YOUR PAY-

ROLL  

× UPLOADING OF PAYROLL TO MANY 

POPULAR ACCOUNTING PROGRAMS  

× FREE NO-OBLIGATION QUOTES  
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